
The past two years have been very exciting for 
me and the neighborhood as a whole. We have 
seen many changes and over come many obsta-
cles. We fought and won against a multi million 
dollar Ethanol plant, saved our library, and 
worked with the Business district, the city and the 
churches to bring the neighborhood together as a 
whole to worked on countless other projects. We 
saw the rebirth of the Cradock Watch under the 
direction of Ted Lamb. Together with an awe-
some Neighborhood Impact officer and eventu-
ally the Sheriff’s office, saw a decrease in crime 
of 45% over the past year, according the Ports-
mouth Police Crime Statistics. In July of this 
year, we witnessed one of the buildings on Cush-
ing St. purchased by PRHA finally come down 
and World Changers come in to help repair sev-
eral homes in Cradock. Developers are now tak-
ing an interest in Cradock beginning to build new 
homes throughout our neighborhood as is evident 
on Gillis and Afton Pkwy. All in all I would say 
the past two years have been very successful for 
the Civic League and the neighborhood.  
 We still have a lot of work to do!!! PRHA is 
working to bring two more buildings down on 
Cushing Street to be replaced by single-family 
homes. These homes must be owner occupied for 
the first 10 years. We are still working on reduc-
ing the crime rate even further and bring in activi-
ties for the children of Cradock such as the skate 
park. World Changers will be coming back to our 
neighborhood in July of 09, so make sure you get 
those applications turned in if you would like 
them to work on your home.  
 In the near future several events are planned for 
your enjoyment. October events include Come 
Home To Cradock and October Fest. December 
will bring with it Christmas In Cradock, as in 
years past you will be able to get your picture 
with Santa. We will also have the “Grinch” at-
tending and will be available for pictures as well. 
YOU could join in and dress as your favorite 
"Who from Who Ville."  
 In closing, I would like to thank you for the op-
portunity of being the Cradock Civic League 
President for the past two years. It has been an 
exciting ride and I have loved every minute of it. 
In December we will be holding elections for the 
next Civic League Board. The work in Cradock is 
far from being finished, come add your voice and 
become a member of the Civic League.  
 

Laura Somers 
Cradock Civic League President 

A Message From The President 
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Submit All Ads by December 14, 2008 for the First Quarter 2009  
Publication (January to March).  All Ads are $25.00.�
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10-07-08 Civic League Meet-
ing - Cradock Community 
Center, 7 pm 
 
11-04-08 Civic League Meet-
ing - Cradock Community 
Center, 7 pm 
 
12-02-08 Civic League Meet-
ing - Cradock Community 
Center, 7 pm 
 
01-06-09 Civic League Meet-
ing - Cradock Community 
Center, 7 pm 

������������	

����

��
��������
��������
������
���
���
��
����
���� �!"!#$%%%�
�

	&��
����'���
���
��
��()���*�++�*�,���
���� �-!�#�.�$ �
�

	&��
�/'�++��
���
��
��0/����
1��2������3�����4��
'��
��5�
3�6����'��
�+����+�
� �
���
��
������
����6�������
7�����/��'�����
�$%8 �."$#808�����
0#$%%#8.$#$$"-�
,9���'���:;�<�6��2�����2�6 �
�

���
��
��-(����
/=/	��	����
+������'&������
���� �!.0#"%%-�
�

	&��
�
�

�����;����#
&�����
���
��
����
��
���5�=��
�'��
�>���+����
��''���
����''������ �
���� �!"!#�.-$ �
�

	;;��	�/
����
��
���
���;��,���'����
���
��
��?��������++�
���� �!!�#$�.8���� �
�'��+���� �
���;��,
�'��:��@���
  

��������	
����
���
Newsletter 

Alumni & Friends of Cradock  
Present... 
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Saturday, October 18, 2008 

On Afton Square at 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
This event is for everyone! Games, 

food and fun!  
Homecoming Parade Grand Mar-

shall Charlie Wade 
 

(Think 68 degrees and sunny!) 
For information contact  

Bev Sell 857-1794 or 
E Mail BevSell@verizon.net 

IT’S TIME TO GET READY FOR 
CHRISTMAS!!!! It’s time to plan for 
Christmas in Cradock on Saturday, 
December 6, 2008.  A 
long time tradition and al-
ways held the first Saturday 
in December.  Cradock 
Families can come to take 
photos with Santa under the 
beautifully decorated gazebo.  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Volunteers are needed for 
the refreshment committee, decoration assis-
tance, setup assistance, break down committee, 
help to check all lights, sign makers, drink ta-
ble, photographer, picture cashier, music DJ, 
Grinch Village characters, kids crafts, kids 
sing-along. 
ITEMS DONATED: 
Donation of Artificial Trees and Decorations 
(not glass) that are no longer wanted. Wrapped 
empty boxes, food for the refreshments com-
mittee, spotlights for the festivities. CON-
TACT: BRENDA DARLENE AT 319-6395 
OR PATTY AT 337-8537. 

The Cradock Civic League will 
also take to the neighborhood 
streets in a 
quest for the 
best decorated 
homes  fo r 
C h r i s t m a s !  

JUDGES NEEDED for a 
three hour scenic drive to 
chose three grand prize win-
ners and 25 honorable men-
tions!   
Please contact For more Information: Laura 
Somers:  397-8282 
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Saturday, December 6, 2008 at  
4:00 pm in Afton Square 

Thank you Cradock Baptist 
Church for a Great “Cradock Com-
munity Day!” 
 

This beautiful event was held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 20, 2008 in Afton Square.  There was free 
food for all and fun for the kids.  The praise and 
worship was beautiful.  Thank you again Cradock 
Baptist Church and all the volunteers for hosting 
this wonderful event.  It was just what Cradock 
needed!  From the Cradock Civic League����������  



 

A Message From The  
Vice President 

Cradock Presbyterian Church  
Holiday Events… 

All Are Welcome!!! 
Rev. Donald E. McLean, Jr., Pastor 

39 Afton Parkway 
Portsmouth, Virginia 23702-2743 

757-397-3735 
· Ye Ole Craftshoppe:     Nov 7 & 8th, 
                                     Fri 8 AM to 4 PM 
                                     Sat 8 AM to 2 PM 
· Thanksgiving Eve Services: 7:00 PM 

· Breakfast with Santa:    Dec 13, 2008   
                                        9:00 AM       

· Candle Lite Services:    Dec 24,2008   
                                        11:00 PM 

· Christmas Cantata:        Dec 14, 2008   
                                        11:00 AM 
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The 2008 World Changers Program in Cra-
dock was a success. There were eleven homes 
improved through 3,388 hours of volunteer 
labor. Funding was provided by the Ports-
mouth Redevelopment and Housing Authority 
and the City of Portsmouth through the Com-
munity Development Block Grant Program 
and by a grant from the Portsmouth Baptist 
Association. Seven of these homes were in the 
historic district. The work completed on these 
homes is valued at almost $86,000.00. The 
improvements included a new roof, wheel 
chair ramp, painting, new and repaired win-
dows, new and repaired doors and a myriad of 
other small and large repairs. 
An estimated 485 people participated in the 
World Changers Program this year. They were 
supported by eight Portsmouth churches. In 
addition to work on the eleven homes, the 
community benefited from World Changers in 
many ways. Volunteers mowed lawns, 
trimmed trees, cleaned gutters, picked up litter 
and made improvements to the Cradock Meth-
odist Church, the Emily Green Shores Nursing 
Home and several Portsmouth Public Schools. 

August Yard Of The Month!   
Congratulations  Mr. And Mrs. Swales 

September Yard Of The Month!   
9 Kelly Dr. Charles and Sherry Norton 
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Cradock Little League  
Contact: Martha Stice 
(757) 487-3569 
Registration Dates: Avail-
able when called. 
Boy Scouts-Troop 233 
Contact: Mary Phillips  
(757) 487-9386 
Cradock Business  
Owners 
Contact: Janet Whitley 
(757) 487-7710 
Cradock Christian  
Academy 
Contact: Laura Somers  
(757) 588-0774 
Cradock Helping Hands 
Contact: Nanci Burton 
(757) 558-6322 
Cradock Middle School 
PTA 
Contact: (757) 393-8788 
Cradock Watch 
Contact: Ted Lamb 
(757) 483-4769 
James Hurst PTA 
Contact: (757) 558-2811 
Quality of Life Team For 
The Return of Paradise 
Creek 
Contact: Dottie Wyatt 
(757) 485-9471 
VFW Ladies Auxiliary, 
Chapter 993 
Contact: (757) 485-9498 
DAV Chapter 41 
Contact: (757) 485-1248 
Lions Club 
Contact:  Bob Mills 
(757) 397-8302 
Neighborhood Quality  
Enhancement 
Contact: Mr. Trotter 
(757) 235-3147 
The Citizens Advisory 
Committee on Waste Man-
agement for Portsmouth 
and SPSA 
Contact:   (757) 420-4700 
Alumni & Friends of  
Cradock 
Contact: Bev Sell 
(757) 857-1794 
Cradock Conservation and 
Redevelopment Plan 
Portsmouth Redevelop-
ment and Housing Author-
ity - www.prha.org 
Contact: Erika Maciula 
(757) 391-2910 
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Citizens Advisory Committee on Waste Man-
agement for Portsmouth and SPSA  

NEXT MEETING—December 11, 2008 at 6:30 pm AT 
THE SPSAP RDF PLANT—Mr. Tom Kreidel for 

more information. 
THE NEW P.R. MANAGER IS  

Mr. Tom Kreidel 
tkreidel@spsa.com  

Southeastern Public Service Authority (SPSA)  
(O) 757-420-4700 Ext. 338  
(M) 757-274-4734  
(F) 757-424-4133  

 
 
 
To The Cradock Residents,  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
each and everyone of you for giving me such a 
great opportunity to serve as your Vice Presi-
dent on the Cradock Civic League for the past 
two years and for the knowledge and experience 
that I have gained of our city government, meet-
ing and talking with many Cradock residents, 
making alot of friends and volunteering for alot 
of different positions through our city. I am 
thankful for all of your help, kindness and for all 
the wonderful friends that I have made doing 
these two years.  
After retiring I knew I wanted to meet more 
neighbors in Cradock and do volunteering work 
because I like to stay busy and wanted to get 
involved in my community--Cradock. The time 
has really passed very fast, but I worked hard 
and walked alot for many important reasons 
which was a blessing and with your help our 
Cradock Civic League did accomplished alot of 
very important tasks during these two years. As 
all of us remember the names Covanta and IBE 
Ethanol to just name a few monsters that we 
fought hard and long, but with help of the Cra-
dock Civic League and community working to-
gether along with Portsmouth City Council we 
did accomplished our necessary goals which 
was major tasks for Cradock Community. May I 
add: A JOB WELL DONE to all of you !!! 
Thanks for such hard work and let's strive to 
continue to work together and to preserve our 
Historical Cradock Community which is a very 
special and quaint with the lovely gazebo that 
we often used for so many special events. Again 
thanks to all of you for a successful two years 
and a job well done.  
 
Sincerely,  
Dolores Knight  
Cradock Civic League--Vice President 

Upcoming Events…. So Mark the Date! 
· Come Home to Cradock, October 18, 

2008, Afton Square 11 am-4 pm 
· Christmas in Cradock, December 6, 

2008 
Remember to visit the Cradock Civic 
League website… www.historiccradock.org 
for event times and locations. 


