
A Message From The President 

Dear Neighbors, 
               

In February we said a very sad “Good 
Bye” to a very important member of our Com-
munity, Melody Repanshek. She was the Presi-
dent of the Civic League seven years ago when 
my husband and I moved back into Cradock. 
She had a contagious passion for the neighbor-
hood that did not stop until the day she went 
home to be with the Lord. Melody wanted to 
see this neighborhood revitalize, unify and be 
the safest neighborhood in which to live. She 
took pride in the Adopt a spot, Civic events in 
the square, the newsletter, yard of the month, 
and the Gazebo area. Even while she was fight-
ing cancer, she was still fighting for this 
neighborhood and for YOU! When I became 
President of the Civic League it was Melody 
that I wanted to emulate, it was her passion I 
wanted to continue. We all need to capture and 
keep the passion Melody had for Cradock alive. 
               The Civic league is comprised of con-
cerned members of the community that come 
together to better the neighborhood in which 
they live, work, and play. Join with your 
neighbors and become an active participant in the Civic League. As Melody and the recent Ethanol 
issue has taught us, a unified community CAN make a difference.  
                Civic League membership is open to all residents. This means homeowners and renters, 
this means you. Neighbors, come to a Civic League meeting the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in the Community center on George Washington Hwy. This is our neighborhood, let your 
voice be heard and help make a difference in Cradock.  
               Spring is right around the corner and with it Spring Cleaning. We will be having a 
Neighborhood clean up day on Saturday April 26th. We will meet at 9:00 a.m. in front of the Ga-
zebo, then split into groups to tackle different areas in the neighborhood. So plan to bring gardening 
tools and help spruce up Cradock.  
 
Laura Somers 
President, Cradock Civic League 
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Submit All Ads by June 14, 2008 for the Second Quarter 2008  
Publication (April to June Newsletter).  All Ads are $25.00.�
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04-01-08 Civic League Meeting - 
Cradock Community Center, 7 
pm�

05-06-08 Civic League Meeting - 
Cradock Community Center, 7 
pm 
 
06-03-08 Civic League Meeting - 
Cradock Community Center, 7 
pm 
 
07-01-08 Civic League Meeting - 
Cradock Community Center, 7 
pm 
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HERE IS A CURE FOR YOUR 
SPRING FEVER!   

SPRINGFEST IN CRADOCK IN 
AFTON SQUARE! 

Everyone Get Ready To Welcome 
Spring!!!!   There will be games, en-
tertainment, food, and crafts.  You 
will see Dancing Dave and “757” 
perform along with many more. 

Never to late to get involved.  Con-
tact Geneva “Dee Dee” Straus at 

391-3264! 

Correction to Emmanuel 
Episcopal Ad! 
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April’s Yard Of The Month!   
Good Job 3 Kennedy Drive! 

March’s Yard Of The Month!   
Congratulations  3 Morris Street 
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Cradock Little League  
Contact: Martha Stice 
(757) 487-3569 
Registration Dates: Avail-
able when called. 
Boy Scouts-Troop 233 
Contact: Mary Phillips  
(757) 487-9386 
Cradock Business  
Owners 
Contact: Inactive 
Cradock Christian  
Academy 
Contact: Laura Somers  
(757) 588-0774 
Cradock Helping Hands 
Contact: Nanci Burton 
(757) 558-6322 
Cradock Middle School 
PTA 
Contact: (757) 393-8788 
Cradock Watch 
Contact: Ted Lamb 
(757) 483-4769 
James Hurst PTA 
Contact: (757) 558-2811 
Quality of Life Team For 
The Return of Paradise 
Creek 
Contact: Dottie Wyatt 
(757) 485-9471 
VFW Ladies Auxiliary, 
Chapter 993 
Contact: (757) 485-9498 
DAV Chapter 41 
Contact: (757) 485-1248 
Lions Club 
Contact:  Bob Mills 
(757) 397-8302 
Neighborhood Quality  
Enhancement 
Contact: Doug Bondy 
(757) 397-6809 
The Citizens Advisory 
Committee on Waste Man-
agement for Portsmouth 
and SPSA 
Contact:  LeRoyal White 
(757) 420-4700 
Alumni & Friends of  
Cradock 
Contact: Bev Sell 
(757) 857-1794 
Cradock Conservation and 
Redevelopment Plan 
Portsmouth Redevelop-
ment and Housing Author-
ity - www.prha.org 
Contact: Erika Maciula 
(757) 391-2910 
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In Loving Memory…  
Cradock Honors 
Cradock Civic 
Leagues’ Past 

President  
Melody Repanshek 
“Her love and hard work in 

the preservation and  
restoration of Cradock can 

never be matched!  She will be 
greatly missed.” 

            Melody Repanshek was lov-
ingly received into the arms of her Lord 
and Savior on February 25, 2008. She 
was asleep and surrounded by people 
who love her.  Melody will be remem-
ber and honored for her unselfish con-
tribution of her time and talents to the 
preservation and restoration of the Cra-
dock Neighborhood.  None one be-
lieved more in working hard for a safe 
and beautiful community than Melody.   
             Melody never let the her battle 
with cancer keep her from serving the 
Cradock Community.  A Virginia Pilot 
article entitled “Community leader 
stays positive about cancer” By 
JANIE BRYANT, The Virginian-
Pilot  
© October 2, 2005 described  Mel-
ody’s spirit best; “PORTSMOUTH — 
As one friend put it, Melody Repanshek 
is one of those people who always tries 
to turn a negative into a positive. When 
she fell in love with Cradock, a World 
War I neighborhood striving for revi-
talization, she did more than buy a 
home there.  Over the years, Repanshek 
organized everything from prayer 
walks to Christmas caroling around the 
neighborhood square’s old-fashioned 
gazebo. So it’s no surprise to a lot of 
people that she would deal with cancer 
the same way.” 
             Melody is at rest but her spirit 
lives on in all of us. Cradock will be 
forever blessed and grateful.   
 

             The Cradock Civic League 

Upcoming Events…. So Mark the Date! 
 

· Community Clean-Up Saturday, 
April 29, 2008!!! 

· SpringFest  will be on Saturday, May 
3, 2008!!! 

· Patriotic Salute will be on Friday, 
July 4, 2008!!! 

· National Night Out will be Tuesday 
August 5, 2008!!! 

· World Changers July 5-12, 2008 
 
Remember to visit the Cradock Civic 
League website… www.historiccradock.
org.  For event times and locations. 

Operation “Light It Up” 
The Cradock Neighborhood Watch has 
launched Operation “Light It Up” in 
response to the large number of bur-
laries in Cradock alone, (86) burglar-
ies as of June 2007 and the number is 
steadily increasing.    The main goal is 
to install 150 motion sensor lights on 
homes in the Cradock community.  
Priority will be given to senior citizens 
but it will be open to all residents.  If 
you are interested in learning more.  
Contact Ted at 483-4769. 


